FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (IRELAND). 



REPORT 



OF THE 

REGISTRAR OR FRIENDLY SOCIETIES IN IRELAND 

For the Year ending 31 December 1870. 

(Puftuant to 18 if 19 Viet. e. 63, t. 45.) 



The Registrar has certified during the past year the rules of 20 new Benefit 
Societies, and 19 amendments of rules ; also the rules of four new Burial 
Societies, and nine amendments of rules. 

One society was certified under the “ Industrial and Provident Societies 
Act, 1867,” and one society certified under the 6th & 7th Yict. cap. 36 ; and the 
rules of one society were deposited under the 44th section of 18th & 19th Viet, 
cap. 63. 

Amendments to the rules of three Building Societies, four Loan Fund 
Societies, and two Annuity Societies, have also been certified. 

Two societies have been legally dissolved, and notice of their dissolution 
published in the “ Dublin Gazette.” The Registrar has received notice of 
the illegal dissolution of three societies. 

Sixty-nine notices of the appointment of trustees have been received, and 28 
notices of change in the place of meeting. 

Twelve duplicate bonds of Treasurers and two of Secretaries have been 
received. 

Returns have been received from 223 Sickness and Burial Societies, of which 
five were incomplete or unintelligible. The remaining 218 societies show an 
aggregate of 30,285 members, and a gross annual income of 33,855 l. 12 s. 2 d., 
of which amount 1 0,421 l. 9 s. 6 d., or nearly one-third, is returned as having 
been “divided” amongst the members, and therefore withdrawn from the 
legitimate purposes of such societies. 

From Loan Socities 35 returns have been received, of which two had to be 
laid aside, as furnishing no available information. The remaining 33 societies 
represent an annual income of 27,310/. 8^. 6 d., but with respect to the 
majority of them the Registrar has to remark that, from the manner in which 
these accounts are presented, and the want of care in distinguishing income from 
capital, the difficulty of ascertaining their true financial condition has been 
enormously increased. 

Nine Building Societies have sent in returns. The gross income of these 
amounts to 30,327 /. 9 s., and their capital to 251,820 Z. 4 s. 6 d., to which one 
society (the Belfast Equitable ) contributes no less than 84,438 /. 17 s. 

Only three Annuity Societies have sent in returns for the year 1870-71. 

The Registrar has received a large number of quinquennial returns for the 
period ending 3lst December 1870 (many of them extremely voluminous), a 
large number of which have only been sent in during the last month. The 
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Registrar has, however, an abstract of them in preparation, which he hopes to 
have completed in sufficient time to form an Appendix to this Report* 

During the past year the Registrar has received several complaints from 
persons in Ireland who have been induced to become members of societies 
registered in England, but carrying on business in Ireland, without having been 
certified by him, and he proposes to bring the matter under the notice of the 
Royal Commission for Inquiry into Friendly Societies, in order that a stop may 
be put to the illegal collection of subscriptions by societies pretending to be 
legally certified. 

A large number of societies in Ireland continue to avail themselves of the 
facilities for investment afforded by the Post Office Savings Banks, and the 
Registrar has endeavoured, by every means in liis power, to encourage this 
mode' of deposit in preference to the old custom of retaining large sums of 
money in the “ strong box.” 

Dated this 12th day of August 1871 



9, Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin. 



Edward Lysaght Griffin , 
Registrar of Friendly Societies 
in Ireland. 



a Tile Registrar regrets, owing to unavoidable circumstances, that tile Appendix referred to will not be 
ready in time to be issued along with the Report. 
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (IRELAND). 



APPENDIX 



TO THE 



REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR OF FRIENDLY SOCIETIES IN IRELAND, 



For the Year ending 31 December J870. 

BEING 



AN ABSTRACT of the Quinquennial Returns of Sickness and 
Moiitality of the Registered Friendly Societies in Ireland for the 
Five Years ending 31st December 1870. 



(PRESENTED PURSUANT TO 18 Sf 19 VICT. CAP. 63, SEC. 46.) 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
15 August 1871. 
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